CITY OF MILTON
ORDINANCE NO. 1913-17

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILTON, WASHINGTON,
MODIFYING CHAPTER 15.20 OF THE MILTON MUNICIPAL CODE
AS IT RELATES TO FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION, ENTERING
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (“NFIP”); and

WHEREAS, as a condition of the City’s participation in the NFIP, the City must adopt
and enforce flood damage prevention regulations that meet the minimum requirements of the
NFIP; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Administration has revised the
minimum standards necessary for participation in the NFIP; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to remain current with state and federal laws and regulations
as required for participation in the NFIP;

NOW, THEREFORE,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILTON, WASHINGTON DO ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Findings. The recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as the Milton City
Council’s findings in support this ordinance.

Section 2. Chapter 15.20 of the Milton Municipal Code is hereby revised as follows:
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C. "Area of special flood hazard” is the land in the flood plain within a community subject to a 1 percent or
greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be designated as Zone A on the FHBM. After
detailed ratemaking has been completed in preparation for publication of the flood insurance rate map, Zone
A usually is refined into Zones A, AO, AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AQ, AR/AH, AR/A, VO, or




V1-30, VE, or V. For purposes of these regulations, the term “special flood hazard area” is synonymous in
meaning with the phrase “area of special flood hazard”.

G. “Existing manufactured home park or subdivision” means a manufactured home park or subdivision for
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed
(including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading
or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain management
regulations adopted by a community

H. “Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision” means the preparation of additional
sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufacturing homes are to be
affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the
pouring of concrete pads).

G. “Flood” or “flooding” means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally

dry land areas from:

1. The overflow of inland or tidal waters; and/or

2. The unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source.

J. “Flood Elevation” means a determination by the Federal Insurance Administrator of the water surface
elevations of the base flood, that is, the flood level that has a one percent or greater chance of occurrence in

any given year.

HK. “Flood insurance rate map" means the official map on which the Federal Insurance Administration has

delineated both the areas of special flood hazards and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

IL. “Flood insurance study” means the official report provided by the Flood Insurance Administration that

includes flood profiles, the flood boundary-floodway map, and the water surface elevation of the base flood.

JM. “Floodway” means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land area that must be
reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more

than one foot.

KN. “Lowest floor" means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An unfinished or
flood-resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage, in an area other than
a basement area, is not considered a building's lowest floor; provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to
render the structure in violation of the applicable nonelevation design requirements of this chapter found at

MMC 15.20.190(B).



LO. “Manufactured home” means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a
permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the
required utilities. For floodplain management purposes, the term "manufactured home" also includes park
trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles placed on a site for greater than 180 consecutive days. For
insurance purposes, the term “manufactured home” does not include park trailers, travel trailers and other

similar vehicles.

PM. “Manufactured home park or subdivision” means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two

or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.

QN. “Habitable floor” means any floor usable for living purposes, which includes working, sleeping, eating,

cooking or recreation or a combination thereof. A floor used only for storage purposes is not a “habitable floor.”

R. “New construction” means, for the purposes of determining insurance rates, structures for which the “start
of construction” commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM or after December 31, 1974,
whichever is later, and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures. For floodplain
management purposes, hew construction means structures for which the start of construction commenced
on or after the effective date of a floodplain management regulation adopted by a community and includes
any subsequent improvements to such structures.

S. “New manufactured home park or subdivision” means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which
the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed
(including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading
or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management
regulations adopted by a community.

PT. “Recreational vehicle” means a vehicle:

1. Built on a single chassis;

2. Four hundred square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection;

3. Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and

4. Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for
recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.
U. “Requlatory floodway” means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that

must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface
elevation more than a designated height.




VQ. “Start of construction” includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building permit was
issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, placement or other improvement was
within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction
of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of
columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a
foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor
does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement,
footing, piers, or foundation or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the
property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the

main structure.

ground-

W. “Structure” means, for floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building, including a gas or
liquid storage tank, that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. Structure, for insurance
purposes, means:

(1) A building with two or more outside rigid walls and a fully secured roof, that is affixed to a
permanent site;

(2) A manufactured home (“a manufactured home,” also known as a mobile home, is a structure:
built on a permanent chassis, transported to its site in one or more sections, and affixed to a
permanent foundation); or

(3) A travel trailer without wheels, built on a chassis and affixed to a permanent foundation, that is
regulated under the community's floodplain management and building ordinances or laws.

For the latter purpose, “structure” does not mean a recreational vehicle or a park trailer or other similar
vehicle, except as described in paragraph (3) of this definition, or a gas or liquid storage tank.
Subsidized rates mean the rates established by the Federal Insurance Administrator involving in the
aggregate a subsidization by the Federal Government.

X. “Substantial damage” means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring
the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of the
structure before the damage occurred.




Y. “Substantial improvement” means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other
improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of
the structure before the “start of construction” of the improvement. This term includes structures
which have incurred “substantial damage”, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term
does not, however, include either:

(1) Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local
health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local code
enforcement official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions or

(2) Any alteration of a “historic structure”, provided that the alteration will not preclude the
structure’s continued designation as a “historic structure”.

FZ. “Variance” means a grant of relief from the requirements of this chapter which permits construction in a

manner that would otherwise be prohibited by this chapter.

AA. “Violation” means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the
community's flood plain management regulations. A structure or other development without the elevation
certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in § 60.3(b)(5), (c)(4), (c)(10), (d)(3),
(e)(2), (e)(4), or (e)(5) is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation is provided.

15.20.060 Adoption of federal flood insurance study as basis for establishing areas of

special flood hazard.

The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Insurance Administration in a scientific
and engineering report entitled “The Flood Insurance Study for Pierce County and Incorporated
Areas “dated March 7, 2017, and any revisions thereto, with an accompanying Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM), and any revisions thereto, are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be
a part of this chapter. The Flood Insurance Study and the FIRM are on file at the City of Milton,
1000 Laurel Street, Milton WA 98354. The best available information for flood hazard area
identification as outlined in Chapter 15.20.110.B shall be the basis for regulation until a new FIRM
is issued that incorporates data utilized under Chapter 15.20.110.B.




END OF CODE REVISION

Section 3 Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance should be
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence,
clause or phrase of this ordinance.

Section 4. Publication. This ordinance shall be published by an approved summary consisting of
the title.

Section 5 Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective and be in full force five (5) days
after passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.

PASSED by the Council and approved by the Mayor of the City of Milton, this 21* day of

February, 2017.

—

Mayor Debra Perry . j

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

Katie Bolam, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

William Cameron, City Attorney

Published: 2-2 3.-2017)
Effective Date: 2 > = .207



