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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, September 13, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Gillespie called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and led the flag salute.  
 

Present: Chair Gillespie, Commissioners Whalen, Balsley, Tompkins, 
LaVergne, and Sweat 

 
Staff Present: Mayor Perry, Public Works Director Peretti, Contract Planner Brittany 

Port, City Attorney Cameron, Management Consultant Pete Lewis, 
City Clerk Bolam 

 
Elected Representatives Present: 
 Mayor Perry, assisting the Planning Commission 
 Councilmembers Susan Johnson and Mark Hutson as audience 

 
2. ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE MEETING’S AGENDA 
 
None.  
 
3. CITIZEN COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 
 
Mayor Perry explained the background of the Sign Code needs, and invited business 
owners present to let the Commission know what they would like to see in a Sign Code.  
 

Speaker Comments 
Mark Clark/Larson 
Associates 

Met recently with staff with Mr. Chambers about a development 
interest in the city – handed out materials – seeks initial input from the 
Commission   

Ron Chambers 
/Design Build 

Two acres on Surprise Lake – shared goals to avoid apartment 
development and looking for another option 

Speaker Comments 
Manager, Green 
Box 

Talked to a couple other business owners – they’d like to get store 
names on the big marquee  
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. August 9, 2017 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE (Whalen/Balsley) – Passed 6/0.  
 
5. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Comprehensive Plan Update – PSRC Requirements 

Milton Contract Senior Planner Brittany Port provided a background and introductory 
slideshow presentation regarding this Work Item and a proposed schedule for meeting an 
end-of-year adoption.  

Mayor Perry and Management Consultant Lewis provided additional regional background 
pertaining to the Comprehensive Plan process.  

 
 
Past-Commissioner and newly-appointed Councilman Mark Hutson addressed the 
Commission regarding his resignation in light of his appointment to City Council on 
September 11, 2017. Commissioners thanked him for serving and wished him well.   
 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Sweat 

• Attended Milton Days – liked how the Grand Marshal designation was made to 
numerous citizens 

 
Vice Chair Balsley 

Missy Fitz/Uptown 
Koffee Kafe 

Challenges include being parallel to the street with cars passing by 
too quickly – need to be able to announce that they are more than just 
coffee – digital signage a discussion point – walkability has been 
good for business, but also creates limited signage area – sometimes 
flags and A-boards help but the permanent signage is more important 
– needs signage on several fronts 

Ron Chambers smaller business owners lack resources/background of understanding 
city movement in terms of visioning and how the city can help 
 

Missy Fitz regarding flags, understands the concept of too much clutter – limits 
more than bans would be better, such as temporary allowances 
 

Cathy Gillespie 
/Cobalt Storage 

purchased storage facility two years that has been there for 20 years, 
but even now, thanks to flags and air dancers, attracting new 
business 

Alex Medeiros, 
McDonald’s 

(by written comment) – would like existing signage to be 
grandfathered in, and that those with existing signage be allowed to 
do reasonable maintenance repairs and upgrades that do not 
materially change the sign in terms of dimensions 
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