CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Council Chambers, 1000 Laurel Street
Zoom meeting ID: 883 1899 0360
June 13, 2022
Monday

Phone number: 253-215-8782

Study Session
7:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order and Flag Salute
2. Roll Call of Councilmembers
3. Regular Agenda
A. 2021 Stormwater Annual Report
B. Ordinance 2049-22 MMC Chapter 13.26 Update – First Read
C. Ordinance 2050-22 MMC Chapter 15 Updates – First Read
4. Adjournment

If you need ADA accommodations, please contact City Hall at (253) 517-2705
at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.
Thank you.
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Agenda Item#3A

To:

Mayor Styron Sherrell and City Council Members

From: Dustin Madden, Public Works Director
Date:
Re:

June 13, 2022

2021 Stormwater Utility Annual Report

ATTACHMENTS: 2021 Stormwater Utility Annual Report
TYPE OF ACTION:

X Information Only

Discussion

Recommended Action: None

Action

Public Hearing

Expenditure

Issue/Discussion: Review of the 2021 Stormwater Utility Annual Report
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2021
STORMWATER UTILITY
ANNUAL REPORT
June 13, 2022

Background
This annual report is being submitted in accordance with Section 13.26.120 of the Milton
Municipal Code which requires that “The Director shall conduct an annual review of the
utility’s operations, the total costs of operation and maintenance of the stormwater
retention, detention, collection and conveyance systems, and the schedule of rates and
charges. The director shall submit an annual report to the mayor and city
council…summarizing the review and containing any recommendations for rate
adjustments…”.
Stormwater Planning

Through a system of rates and multiple grants the stormwater utility has enjoyed a
prosperous time where money has been available to spend on projects that are making a
difference and are part of a comprehensive plan to clean water and reduce flooding.
Planned projects include a new outflow for Surprise Lake, city wide drainage
improvements, a completely new Storm Water Comprehensive Plan, and the purchase of a
new street sweeper.
The stormwater Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is a component of the Stormwater
Comprehensive Plan, the last update of which was adopted in 2011. This, along with staff
recommendations, is used to prioritize projects and plan the stormwater budget.

The stormwater CIP is regularly updated to reflect decisions made as part of the budget
process. This document will be reviewed annually as part of the City’s annual CIP update.
2021 Financial Results

406 – Stormwater Utility Fund
The Stormwater Utility Fund started the year with a balance of $482,613. Revenues
throughout the year totaled $1,040,292 and expenditures, excluding transfers, were
$972,857. An interfund transfer from the Stormwater Utility Fund to Stormwater Capital
Improvement (407) totaling $69,481 was made and $29,778 was transferred to the Asset
Replacement Fund (408). The ending balance for 2021 was $450,789.
407 – Stormwater Capital Improvement
The Stormwater Capital Improvement Fund started the year with a balance of $15,959.
Revenues, including transfers totaled $335,839 and expenditures were $66,646. The
ending balance for the year was $285,152.
1
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408 – Stormwater Asset Replacement
The Stormwater Asset Replacement Fund started the year at $87,616. Revenues, including
transfers and receivables, totaled $216,968 and expenditures were $216,121. The ending
balance for 2021, including receivables was $88,463.
The following graphs show a timeline of the numbers reported in this section.

Revenue And Expenditures
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Graph 1 - Total SW Fund Revenue and Expenditures over time
Revenue from the Stormwater Utility Fund (406) have leveled out in recent years after the
implementation of the rate audit in 2015, while expenditures climb steadily with time.
Revenues for the Capital Improvement Fund (407) will follow the same trend as 406 due to
a percentage-based transfer. Until 2018 the Asset Replacement Fund (408) was still
building, and no expenses were incurred prior.

Although we spent a fair amount of City money on improvements and projects, we had
some help from the Department of Ecology, as well. In 2021, the City received $208,734
from our Department of Ecology grants, with more to come during 2022. In 2021, the City
purchased a High Efficiency regenerative Air Sweeper with a grant from Ecology paying
75% of the purchase price. The City also received a grant from Pierce County Flood Control
Zone District in the amount of $44,347 for this purchase. One of the other grants was a
routine capacity grant for state fiscal years 2021-2023 in the amount of $50,000 which aids
with expenses incurred as part of our continuing compliance with the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).
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SW Fund - Ending Balances
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Graph 2 – Stormwater Ending Fund Balances
The Stormwater Utility Fund (406) is at the heart of the stormwater utility. It receives the
rates that fund the other funds. When we look at the balance as a percent of expenditures
the trend is not positive. We are required to retain an ending balance of at least 25% of
expenditures as reserve for any given year.Rate increases may be needed in the near future
in order to maintain a 25% reserve.
2021 Maintenance Efforts

In 2021, approximately 265 catch basins were cleaned utilizing the City’s vactor truck and
decant facility. Our regulatory requirement for cleaning catch basins stipulates that they
are all cleaned every 2 years.

The City utilizes storm rates to do ‘ditchwork.’ Ditchwork is anything that improves or
restores natural drainage systems in town (not catch basins and pipes). No ditchwork was
done in 2021 due to Covid-19 and the prioritization of other utility projects.

Storm clean-up, street sweeping, and other preventative maintenance are also performed
throughout the year. In 2021, Public Works only had the sweeper truck for one month and
collected 20.46 tons of debris. The goal is to continue to meet Ecology’s NPDES
requirements while keeping our stormwater collection system maintained to the highest
standards possible.
2022 Operations Outlook

As mentioned previously the Stormwater Utility Fund (406) ending balance and fund
balance as a percentage of expenditures are on a downward trend. Adjustments will need
to be made to keep the utility compliant and sustainable.
3
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2022 Capital Improvement Outlook
Seven projects have been budgeted for from the stormwater capital improvement fund this
year:

1. Citywide Ditch/Culvert Projects – Continuing maintenance of ditches and swales
helps to avoid flooding and keep water moving through town. These projects are
popular with residents.
2. 2021-2023 Department of Ecology Capacity Grant – This is a routine grant that
aids the city in paying for activities and materials associated with NPDES permit
compliance. The grant usually totals $50,000 over 2 years but is subject to State
budget fluctuations.
3. Surprise Lake Outflow – For years Surprise Lake Outflow has been an unregulated,
outdated system that is not under the control of the City. Changing attitudes and
expanded grant have made it possible to pursue a long-term, mutually beneficial
solution that both the city and the property owners of Surprise Lake can support.
Funding from the Department of Ecology is anticipated, but not yet confirmed.
4. Storm Water Comprehensive Plan – Updates to the master plan include mapping,
hydraulic modeling, project prioritization, and guidance on regulatory control.
5. Street Sweeper Program – We competed for and won a grant from the Department
of Ecology to purchase a High Efficiency Regenerative Air Street Sweeper truck. The
grant will finance 75% of the purchase price. This vehicle, in conjunction with our
grant funded Decant Facility and grant funded Vactor Truck, is a vital component for
keeping Milton’s run off clean and complying with our NPDES permit. In 2020, we
completed our obligations to the grant agency and the truck was purchased in 2021.
6. Invasive Plant Species Removal – Invasive plant species are an increasing
problem in the City. This project will use an integrated approach to invasive species
management. Knotweed will be removed systematically by specialists, and other
noxious and invasive weeds will be controlled by staff or professionals as needed.
Mechanical, chemical, and preventative measures will all be used to control these
dangerous plants.
7. Oak Street Storm Improvements – The ditches on the north side of 15th Avenue
experience high stormwater flows. They are also in close proximity to parking and
access to Milton Community Park. This project will install pipes and catch basins in
place of ditches to control the flow of water down the hill while simultaneously
providing much needed parking for Milton Community Park. Funding from the
Department of Ecology is anticipated, but not yet confirmed.

Capital Improvement Programs (CIPs) are intended to deter flooding and potential
overflow conditions while considering water quality and aesthetics. The most current
comprehensive CIP for storm identifies ten capital improvement projects of which 2 have
been completed, 2 are current projects and at least 3 have the potential to be funded by
grants. Table 1 lists the adopted CIP, although it is worth noting that the list is 9 years old
and that some of the projects may be removed or replaced by new ones once the new
Storm Water Comprehensive Plan is completed.
4
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Some of the projects in the adopted CIP are no longer top priorities and may need to be
replaced with other projects that better reflect the Stormwater Utilities goals in 2022.
Updating the Stormwater Comprehensive Plan will provide the required update to the CIP
as well.

Table 1 – 2011 Adopted CIP
Estimated
Cost (2019
$)
Kent Street Detention Pond
11th Ave Pipe Installation

$363,600

Xavier and 14th Ave – Install pipes to
alleviate low spots

$321,600

$250,000

Emerald St. – Replace 12-inch
culverts

$196,800

Milton Way & Yuma St. – Pipe flow to
Yuma St.
5th Ave. – Replace culverts (pipes)
w/box culvert

Campus Green Retrofit (City Center
Storm Project)

X

$691,200

Surprise Lake Outfall – Design

$838,800

$484,800
$360,000

2022 Maintenance Plan

Completed

X

$271,200

Taylor Street Drainage Improvements
Oak St. & 17th Ave– Re-route
stormwater

Eligible for
Grant

X
X
X

Design Completed

X

It is the goal of all involved to have a proactive culture that preemptively solves problems
as well as being able to competently respond to unforeseen ones. To stay in compliance
with our National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Phase II permit, we have many
obligations and goals.
5
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One of our obligations is to clean all catch basins under the city’s control every 2 years. The
new addition of a city owned decant facility will aid in the accomplishment of this biennial
requirement.

Another mandated goal from Ecology is that 40% of the Municipal Separate Sewer System –
MS4 (including pipes, catch basins and facilities) be screened by December 31st, 2017, and
then 12% on average each subsequent year. It is the goal of this department to integrate
the screening, inspection, cleaning programs to make the most efficient use of staff time
and resources while performing quality work.
The City has funded and will continue implementing projects under the ‘ditchwork’
program into 2022. The City has already awarded a ditchwork project to Cannon
Construction due to begin the second week of June.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II

In 2006, the Public Works Department established the position of Storm Water Compliance
Inspector to ensure that all development in the City of Milton complies with the most
current version of the Department of Ecology Stormwater Manual for Western Washington
and the City’s NPDES permit. The City of Milton’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System Phase II (NPDES) permit was officially issued on January 17, 2007.
The City is currently in compliance with all requirements of its NPDES permit. A new and
updated NPDES permit was issued in 2019.
2022 NPDES Phase II Updates:

1. The City is required to adopt the 2019 Stormwater Management Manual for
Western Washington (SWMMWW) by June 30, 2022. The 2019 Stormwater Manual
is an updated version of the manual the City currently uses. The 2019 Stormwater
Manual will help guide the City through all the new NPDES requirements the
Department of Ecology has implemented.

2. The City is required to implement a Source Control Program as a requirement of
the City’s Municipal Phase II Stormwater Permit issued by the Washington State
Department of Ecology by August 1, 2023. Source Control is stopping
pollution before it enters the storm system. Rainwater picks up what it touches, like
oil or excess fertilizer, and washes it into the Hylebos Creek. Source control aims to
reduce contamination from everyday business activities that could create spills or
wash pollution into our storm system.
3. The City is required to implement a Stormwater Management Action Plan (SMAP).
The SMAP is a new requirement for the NPDES permit and is broken down in three
steps:

Step 1: Receiving Water Assessment requires the City to complete a watershed inventory
and a brief explanation of the condition of the receiving waters. There are three
receiving waters within the City. Receiving waters include the West Branch Hylebos
6
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Creek, East Branch Hylebos Creek, and lower Hylebos Creek Subbasin. Step one was
submitted to the Department of Ecology on March 31, 2022.

Step 2: Receiving Water Prioritization requires the City to develop a prioritization
method and process to determine which of the receiving waters will receive the most
benefit from the implementation of stormwater facility retrofits, tailored
implementation of SMAP actions, and other land/development management actions.

We are currently looking to prioritize the East Branch Hylebos Creek because most of
the City’s stormwater discharge goes into that sub-basin. The East Branch Hylebos
Creek is subject to a greater extent of development/redevelopment with higher
intensity residential units or light manufacturing based on City zoning and future land
use. Step 2 is currently being worked on and is due to the Department of Ecology on
June 30, 2022.
Step 3: Stormwater Management Action Plan (SMAP) requires the City to develop a
SMAP for at least one high priority catchment area and include the following:
•

•

•

A description of the stormwater facility retrofits needed for the area, including
the Best Management Practices (BMP) types and preferred locations.

Land management/development strategies and/or actions identified for water
quality management.

Targeted, enhanced, or customized implementation of stormwater management
actions related to permit sections within the Stormwater Management Program.

Step 3 is due to the Department of Ecology on March 31, 2023.

Stormwater Grants / Loans

Our current grant agreements with the Washington State Department of Ecology are as
follows:
•

•
•

Street Sweeper Program
o $210,000 to purchase and operate a High Efficiency Regenerative Air Street
Sweeper.
o Funded at 75%
2021-2023 Storm Water Capacity Grant
o Ecology provides $50,000 every 2 years to aid in permit implementation.
Pierce County Flood Control District
o $11,364.93 for the SMAP Step II

Inspection Report

In compliance with MMC 13.26.250, the director shall report annually to the City Council
about the status of the stormwater inspections. We conduct four different types of
stormwater inspections:
7
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1. We inspect all active construction sites for proper Best Management Practices
(BMP’s) regarding erosion and sediment control and material handling. These sites
have the potential to cause pollution and problems for downstream structures and
property. All active construction sites in town were inspected multiple times in
2021, by the city inspector and, on larger jobs, the Ecology inspector. The city
worked with contractors to avoid polluting or violating the terms of their permits
and although no formal enforcement actions were taken against any developers this
last year, the need for this oversight is important.
2. We conduct private business inspections. Many businesses have the potential to
pollute, and we attempt to be pro-active and talk to business and property owners
about how they can stay in compliance with city and state regulations. In 2021,
development and capital projects took precedence over the Private Business
inspections which are not yet mandated by the permit. By August 1, 2023, the City
shall have implemented a Source Control Program making these inspections a
requirement under the NPDES permit.
3. We also inspect private developments such as apartment buildings, condo
communities, and retirement homes. Some of these developments enjoy a
discounted stormwater rate based on their storm collection system. Inspections
help determine if the systems are working properly and allow the discounts to
continue.

4. The city’s stormwater inspector is also responsible for inspection of city owned
facilities and new storm infrastructure constructed during city projects. These
inspections happen annually and during construction and can be carried out by
operations staff under the supervision of the Stormwater Compliance Inspector.

Summary and Recommendations

Overall, the stormwater utility is on adequate financial ground. We continue to pursue and
win grants and we expect to accomplish much in 2022.
As mentioned in the 2022 Operations Outlook section, the fund balance as a percent of
revenues is on a downward trend. Streamlining spending can help offset some of these
losses but, like all utilities, rates should be increased slowly over time, rather than a large
increase all at once. There has not been a rate increase/change since the rate audit was
conducted in 2015.

Staff has built a rate study into the scope of work for the Stormwater Comprehensive Plan.
The new Stormwater Comprehensive Plan will also help to inform the rate study with a
more up to date financial and technical picture of the utility.
8
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Agenda Item#3B

To:

Mayor Styron Sherrell and City Council Members

From: Dustin Madden, Public Works Director
Date:
Re:

June 13, 2022

MMC Chapter 13.26 Code Revisions

ATTACHMENTS: Ordinance 2049-22 clean
Ordinance 2049-22 redline
TYPE OF ACTION:
Information Only

X

Discussion

Recommended Action: None at this time.

Action

Public Hearing

Expenditure

Issue/Discussion: The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) is a
federal program that controls water pollution by regulating point sources that discharge
pollutants into waters of the United States. As part of the NPDES program, permitted
municipalities are required to maintain guidelines as set forth in the Department of
Ecology Stormwater Management Manual. MMC Chapter 13.26 addresses storm drainage
of surface water as it relates to the manual.

Revisions to MMC Chapter 13.26 are necessary to maintain compliance with the
Department of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual and the NPDES program. The
attached ordinance addresses the revisions and includes updates to definitions related to
allowable and conditional discharges, updating to the 2019 Department of Ecology
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington and adding a section related to
source control Best Management Practices (BMPs).

Please click the following link to view the 2019 Department of Ecology Stormwater
Management Manual for Western Washington: 2019 DOE Stormwater Management
Manual or type the following URL into your web browser:
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/1910021.pdf
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ORDINANCE 2049-22
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO STORM DRAINAGE OF
SURFACE WATER, AMENDING CHAPTER 13.26 OF THE
MILTON MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILTY, AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND FOR
SUMMARY PUBLICATION BY ORDINANCE TITLE
ONLY.

WHEREAS, Chapter 13.26 of the Milton Municipal Code (“MMC”) regulates storm and
surface water drainage in the City of Milton;
WHEREAS, MMC Chapter 13.26 was last amended in 2017 by Ordinance 1910; and
WHEREAS, City Council now desires to update MMC Chapter 13.26 and adopt the current
Department of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. MMC 13.26.030, Purpose, amended.
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 13.26.030 of the Milton

13.26.030 Purpose.
The provisions of this chapter are intended to guide and advise all who conduct new
development or redevelopment within the city. The provisions of this chapter establish the
minimum level of compliance which must be met to permit a property to be developed or
redeveloped.
It is the purpose of this section to:
A. Minimize water quality degradation and control of sedimentation in streams, ponds,
lakes, wetlands, and other water bodies;
B. Minimize the impact of increased runoff, erosion, and sedimentation caused by land
development and maintenance practices;
C. Maintain and protect groundwater resources;
D. Minimize adverse impacts of alterations on ground and surface water quantities,
locations, and flow patterns;
E. Decrease potential landslide, flood, and erosion damage to public and private property;
F. Promote site planning and construction practices that are consistent with natural,
topographical, vegetational, and hydrological conditions;
G. Maintain and protect the city storm water management infrastructure and those
downstream;

-1-
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H. Provide a means of regulating clearing and grading of private and public land while
minimizing water quality impacts in order to protect public health and safety;
I. Provide minimum development and redevelopment regulations and construction
procedures which will preserve, replace, or enhance, to the maximum extent practical,
existing vegetation to preserve and enhance the natural qualities of lands, wetlands, and
water bodies;
J. Preserve and enhance the suitability of water for contact recreation and fish habitat; and
K. Protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats.
L. Promote the implementation of stormwater best management practices (BMPs) by the
residents and businesses of the City.
Section 2. MMC 13.26.180, General requirements, amended. Section 13.26.180 of the
Milton Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
A. Storm Water Management Manual Adopted. The Department of Ecology’s 2019
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington, including and as amended by
Appendix 1 of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II
general permit, together with any subsequent amendments thereto, is hereby adopted by
reference and is referred to as the “manual” in this chapter. Appendix 1 is intended to
replace the thresholds, definitions, minimum requirements and exception, adjustment and
variance criteria in Volume 1, Chapter 3 of the 2019 DOE Stormwater Management
Manual.
B. Storm Water Best Management Practices (BMPs).
1. General. BMPs shall be used to control pollution from storm water. BMPs shall
be used to comply with the standards in this chapter. Best management practices
are found in the manual.
2. Experimental BMPs. In those instances where appropriate BMPs are not in the
manual, experimental BMPs will be considered. Experimental BMPs are
encouraged as a means of solving problems in a manner not addressed by the
manual in an effort to improve storm water quality technology. Experimental
BMPs must be approved in accordance with the approval process outlined in the
manual.
3. Source Control BMPs
a. Application. Existing development, current activities, and new
development activities that are not listed in the exemptions of this
subsection are required to implement stormwater BMPs listed in the
current Department of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for
Western Washington, Volume IV. A BMP not included in this manual
may be approved by the director if the proponent demonstrates that it
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provides equivalent effectiveness. An exemption from the requirement to
use BMPs does not provide an exemption allowing prohibited discharges.
b. Implementation. In applying the 2019 Department of Ecology
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington for existing
development, the director shall first require the implementation of
nonstructural source control BMPs. If these are not sufficient to prevent
contaminants from entering surface water, stormwater, and groundwater,
the director may require implementation of structural source control BMPs
or treatment BMPs, using AKART.
c. Inspections. The City shall have the ability to inspect private property to
monitor for proper implementation of stormwater BMPs pursuant to MMC
13.26.250.
d. Exemptions. The following persons or entities are exempt from the
provisions of this section unless the director determines the BMPs
described below to be ineffective at reducing the discharge of
contaminants or activities are causing a prohibited discharge:
i. Persons implementing BMPs through another federal, state
regulatory, or resource management program; provided the director
may perform inspections to ensure compliance with this chapter. If
the other program requires the development of a best management
practices plan, the person shall make that plan available to the City
upon request;
ii. Persons engaged in forest practices regulated under WAC
Title 222, except for Class IV general forest practices as defined
under Chapter 222-16 WAC; and
iii. Properties containing a single-family detached dwelling,
duplex, or triplex and modifications to it on a lot approved for such
use, unless the director determines that stormwater related
activities on these lots pose a hazard to public health, safety, or
welfare; endanger any property; or adversely affect the safety and
operation of City right-of-way, utilities, and/or other property
owned or maintained by the City.
4. Low Impact Development Facilities. For low impact development facilities, the
contributing drainage area shall be stabilized prior to directing water to the area.
BMP measures shall be applied to prevent compaction and sedimentation of these
facilities during construction.
C. Illicit Discharges. Illicit discharges to storm water drainage systems are prohibited as
provided in MMC 13.26.265.

-3-
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D. Quality of Fill Material. All fill material shall be of a quality which will permit the
construction of buildings upon the fill. No fill that contains a substantial amount of
decomposable materials shall be used. No hydraulic fill shall be permitted unless
approved by the city engineer. Any fill that is not clean fill will require a permit from the
Tacoma-Pierce County or King County health department.
E. Culvert Requirement. When a driveway is to be constructed across an existing drainage
ditch, a suitable culvert or other drainage structure as determined by the director shall be
provided at the expense of the abutting property owner.
Section 3. MMC 13.26.265, Illicit discharges and connections, amended. Section
13.26.265 of the Milton Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
13.26.265 Illicit discharges and connections.
A. Prohibition of Illicit Discharges. No person shall throw, drain, or otherwise discharge,
cause or allow others under its control to throw, drain or otherwise discharge into the
municipal storm drain system and/or surface and ground waters any materials other than
storm water. Illicit discharges are prohibited and constitute a violation of this chapter.
Examples of prohibited contaminants include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Trash or debris.
2. Construction materials.
3. Petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil
and heating oil.
4. Antifreeze and other automotive products.
5. Metals in either particulate or dissolved form.
6. Flammable or explosive materials.
7. Radioactive material.
8. Batteries.
9. Acids, alkalis, or bases.
10. Paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes.
11. Degreasers and/or solvents.
12. Drain cleaners.
13. Pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers.
14. Steam cleaning wastes.
15. Soaps, detergents, or ammonia.
16. Swimming pool or spa filter backwash.
17. Chlorine, bromine, or other disinfectants.
18. Heated water.
19. Domestic animal wastes.
20. Sewage.
21. Recreational vehicle waste.
22. Animal carcasses.
23. Food wastes.
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24. Bark and other fibrous materials.
25. Lawn clippings, leaves, or branches.
26. Silt, sediment, concrete, cement or gravel.
27. Dyes.
28. Chemicals not normally found in uncontaminated water.
29. Any other process-associated discharge except as otherwise allowed in this
section.
30. Any hazardous material or waste not listed above.
B. Allowable Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit
discharges for the purposes of this chapter unless the public works director determines
that the type of discharge, whether singly or in combination with others, is causing or is
likely to cause pollution of surface water or ground water:
1. Diverted stream flows.
2. Rising ground water.
3. Uncontaminated ground water infiltration – as defined in 40 CFR
35.2005(b)(20).
4. Uncontaminated pumped ground water.
5. Foundation drains.
6. Air conditioning condensation.
7. Irrigation water from agricultural sources that is commingled with urban storm
water.
8. Springs.
9. Uncontaminated water from crawl space pumps.
10. Footing drains.
11. Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands.
12. Discharges from emergency firefighting activities.
13. Non-stormwater discharges authorized by an NPDES permit (other than the
NPDES Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit issued to the City) or state waste
discharge permit.
C. Conditional Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered
illicit discharges for the purpose of this chapter if they meet the stated conditions, or
unless the director determines that the type of discharge, whether singly or in
combination with others, is causing or is likely to cause pollution of surface water or
ground water:
1. Potable water, including water from water line flushing, hyper chlorinated
water line flushing, fire hydrant system flushing, and pipeline hydrostatic test
water. Planned discharges shall be dechlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 ppm or
less, pH-adjusted, if necessary, and in volumes and velocities controlled to
prevent resuspension of sediments in the storm water system.
2. Lawn watering and other irrigation runoff are permitted but shall be minimized
through, at a minimum, public education activities and water conservation efforts.
3. Dechlorinated swimming pool, spa, and hot tub discharges. These discharges
shall be dechlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted, if
necessary, and in volumes and velocities controlled to prevent resuspension of
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sediments in the storm water system. Discharges shall be thermally controlled to
prevent an increase in temperature of the receiving water. Swimming pool
cleaning wastewater and filter backwash shall not be discharged to the City’s
stormwater system.
4. Street and sidewalk wash water, water used to control dust, and routine external
building wash-down that does not use detergents are permitted if the amount of
street wash and dust control water used is minimized. At active construction sites,
street sweeping must be performed prior to washing the street.
5. Non-storm water discharges covered by another NPDES permit; provided, that
the discharger is in full compliance with all requirements of the permit, waiver, or
order and other applicable laws and regulations; and provided, that written
approval has been granted for any discharge to the storm drain system.
6. Other non-storm water discharges. The discharges shall be in compliance with
the requirements of the city’s storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP),
which addresses control of such discharges.
D. Prohibition of Illicit Connection.
1. The construction, use, maintenance, or continued existence of illicit
connections to the storm drain systems are prohibited and constitute a violation of
this chapter.
2. This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections made
in the past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or
practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection.
3. A person is considered to be in violation of this section if the person connects a
line conveying sewage to the MS4, or allows such a connection to continue.
E. Interpretation. All provisions and terms of this section should be interpreted
consistently with the NPDES Phase II municipal storm water permit issued to the city. In
the event of a conflict, the NPDES Phase II municipal storm water permit shall govern.
F. Source Control Best Management Practices. Any person causing or allowing discharge
to a public drainage facility, natural drainage system, surface and storm water, or ground
water shall control contamination in the discharge by implementing appropriate
operational source control BMPs, as described in Volume IV of the manual. Failure to
implement such practices shall constitute a violation of this chapter. Guidance on
designing and implementing BMPs is provided in the standard plans.
G. Implementation of structural BMPs shall be required if operational BMPs are not
effective at reducing or eliminating an illicit discharge. Guidance for design of structural
BMPs is provided in Volume IV of the manual, herein incorporated by reference.
H. Inspections. Inspections to investigate illicit discharges or connections may be made
according to MMC 13.26.250.
Section 4. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance should
be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
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unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or unconstitutionality of any other section, sentence,
clause or phrase of this ordinance.
Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days
from and after its passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Milton, Washington, at a
regularly scheduled meeting thereof this _____ day of _______________, _______.
______________________________________
Shanna Styron Sherrell, Mayor
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:
Trisha Summers, City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
____________________________________
Published: ___________________________
Effective Date:
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ORDINANCE 2049-22
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO STORM DRAINAGE OF
SURFACE WATER, AMENDING CHAPTER 13.26 OF THE
MILTON MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILTY, AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND FOR
SUMMARY PUBLICATION BY ORDINANCE TITLE
ONLY.

WHEREAS, Chapter 13.26 of the Milton Municipal Code (“MMC”) regulates storm and
surface water drainage in the City of Milton;
WHEREAS, MMC Chapter 13.26 was last amended in 2017 by Ordinance 1910; and
WHEREAS, City Council now desires to update MMC Chapter 13.26 and adopt the current
Department of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. MMC 13.26.030, Purpose, amended.
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 13.26.030 of the Milton

13.26.030 Purpose.
The provisions of this chapter are intended to guide and advise all who conduct new
development or redevelopment within the city. The provisions of this chapter establish the
minimum level of compliance which must be met to permit a property to be developed or
redeveloped.
It is the purpose of this section to:
A. Minimize water quality degradation and control of sedimentation in streams, ponds,
lakes, wetlands, and other water bodies;
B. Minimize the impact of increased runoff, erosion, and sedimentation caused by land
development and maintenance practices;
C. Maintain and protect groundwater resources;
D. Minimize adverse impacts of alterations on ground and surface water quantities,
locations, and flow patterns;
E. Decrease potential landslide, flood, and erosion damage to public and private property;
F. Promote site planning and construction practices that are consistent with natural,
topographical, vegetational, and hydrological conditions;
G. Maintain and protect the city storm water management infrastructure and those
downstream;

-1-

Page 23 of 55

H. Provide a means of regulating clearing and grading of private and public land while
minimizing water quality impacts in order to protect public health and safety;
I. Provide minimum development and redevelopment regulations and construction
procedures which will preserve, replace, or enhance, to the maximum extent practical,
existing vegetation to preserve and enhance the natural qualities of lands, wetlands, and
water bodies;
J. Preserve and enhance the suitability of water for contact recreation and fish habitat; and
K. Protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats.
L. Promote the implementation of stormwater best management practices (BMPs) by the
residents and businesses of the City.
Section 2. MMC 13.26.180, General requirements, amended. Section 13.26.180 of the
Milton Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
A. Storm Water Management Manual Adopted. The Department of Ecology’s 2014 2019
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington, including and as amended by
Appendix 1 of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II
general permit, together with any subsequent amendments thereto, is hereby adopted by
reference and is referred to as the “manual” in this chapter. Appendix 1 is intended to
replace the thresholds, definitions, minimum requirements and exception, adjustment and
variance criteria in Volume 1, Chapter 2 3 of the 2014 2019 DOE Stormwater
Management Manual.
B. Storm Water Best Management Practices (BMPs).
1. General. BMPs shall be used to control pollution from storm water. BMPs shall
be used to comply with the standards in this chapter. Best management practices
are found in the manual.
2. Experimental BMPs. In those instances where appropriate BMPs are not in the
manual, experimental BMPs will be considered. Experimental BMPs are
encouraged as a means of solving problems in a manner not addressed by the
manual in an effort to improve storm water quality technology. Experimental
BMPs must be approved in accordance with the approval process outlined in the
manual.
3. Source Control BMPs
a. Application. Existing development, current activities, and new
development activities that are not listed in the exemptions of this
subsection are required to implement stormwater BMPs listed in the
current Department of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for
Western Washington, Volume IV. A BMP not included in this manual
may be approved by the director if the proponent demonstrates that it
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provides equivalent effectiveness. An exemption from the requirement to
use BMPs does not provide an exemption allowing prohibited discharges.
b. Implementation. In applying the 2019 Department of Ecology
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington for existing
development, the director shall first require the implementation of
nonstructural source control BMPs. If these are not sufficient to prevent
contaminants from entering surface water, stormwater, and groundwater,
the director may require implementation of structural source control BMPs
or treatment BMPs, using AKART.
c. Inspections. The City shall have the ability to inspect private property to
monitor for proper implementation of stormwater BMPs pursuant to MMC
13.26.250.
d. Exemptions. The following persons or entities are exempt from the
provisions of this section unless the director determines the BMPs
described below to be ineffective at reducing the discharge of
contaminants or activities are causing a prohibited discharge:
i. Persons implementing BMPs through another federal, state
regulatory, or resource management program; provided the director
may perform inspections to ensure compliance with this chapter. If
the other program requires the development of a best management
practices plan, the person shall make that plan available to the City
upon request;
ii. Persons engaged in forest practices regulated under WAC
Title 222, except for Class IV general forest practices as defined
under Chapter 222-16 WAC; and
iii. Properties containing a single-family detached dwelling,
duplex, or triplex and modifications to it on a lot approved for such
use, unless the director determines that stormwater related
activities on these lots pose a hazard to public health, safety, or
welfare; endanger any property; or adversely affect the safety and
operation of City right-of-way, utilities, and/or other property
owned or maintained by the City.
3. 4. Low Impact Development Facilities. For low impact development facilities,
the contributing drainage area shall be stabilized prior to directing water to the
area. BMP measures shall be applied to prevent compaction and sedimentation of
these facilities during construction.
C. Illicit Discharges. Illicit discharges to storm water drainage systems are prohibited as
provided in MMC 13.26.265.
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D. Quality of Fill Material. All fill material shall be of a quality which will permit the
construction of buildings upon the fill. No fill that contains a substantial amount of
decomposable materials shall be used. No hydraulic fill shall be permitted unless
approved by the city engineer. Any fill that is not clean fill will require a permit from the
Tacoma-Pierce County or King County health department.
E. Culvert Requirement. When a driveway is to be constructed across an existing drainage
ditch, a suitable culvert or other drainage structure as determined by the director shall be
provided at the expense of the abutting property owner.
Section 3. MMC 13.26.265, Illicit discharges and connections, amended. Section
13.26.265 of the Milton Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
13.26.265 Illicit discharges and connections.
A. Prohibition of Illicit Discharges. No person shall throw, drain, or otherwise discharge,
cause or allow others under its control to throw, drain or otherwise discharge into the
municipal storm drain system and/or surface and ground waters any materials other than
storm water. Illicit discharges are prohibited and constitute a violation of this chapter.
Examples of prohibited contaminants include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Trash or debris.
2. Construction materials.
3. Petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil
and heating oil.
4. Antifreeze and other automotive products.
5. Metals in either particulate or dissolved form.
6. Flammable or explosive materials.
7. Radioactive material.
8. Batteries.
9. Acids, alkalis, or bases.
10. Paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes.
11. Degreasers and/or solvents.
12. Drain cleaners.
13. Pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers.
14. Steam cleaning wastes.
15. Soaps, detergents, or ammonia.
16. Swimming pool or spa filter backwash.
17. Chlorine, bromine, or other disinfectants.
18. Heated water.
19. Domestic animal wastes.
20. Sewage.
21. Recreational vehicle waste.
22. Animal carcasses.
23. Food wastes.
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24. Bark and other fibrous materials.
25. Lawn clippings, leaves, or branches.
26. Silt, sediment, concrete, cement or gravel.
27. Dyes.
28. Chemicals not normally found in uncontaminated water.
29. Any other process-associated discharge except as otherwise allowed in this
section.
30. Any hazardous material or waste not listed above.
B. Allowable Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit
discharges for the purposes of this chapter unless the public works director determines
that the type of discharge, whether singly or in combination with others, is causing or is
likely to cause pollution of surface water or ground water:
1. Diverted stream flows.
2. Rising ground water.
3. Uncontaminated ground water infiltration – as defined in 40 CFR
35.2005(b)(20).
4. Uncontaminated pumped ground water.
5. Foundation drains.
6. Air conditioning condensation.
7. Irrigation water from agricultural sources that is commingled with urban storm
water.
8. Springs.
9. Uncontaminated water from crawl space pumps.
10. Footing drains.
11. Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands.
12. Discharges from emergency firefighting activities.
13. Non-stormwater discharges authorized by an NPDES permit (other than the
NPDES Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit issued to the City) or state waste
discharge permit.
C. Conditional Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered
illicit discharges for the purpose of this chapter if they meet the stated conditions, or
unless the director determines that the type of discharge, whether singly or in
combination with others, is causing or is likely to cause pollution of surface water or
ground water:
1. Potable water, including water from water line flushing, hyper chlorinated
water line flushing, fire hydrant system flushing, and pipeline hydrostatic test
water. Planned discharges shall be dechlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 ppm or
less, pH-adjusted, if necessary, and in volumes and velocities controlled to
prevent resuspension of sediments in the storm water system.
2. Lawn watering and other irrigation runoff are permitted but shall be minimized
through, at a minimum, public education activities and water conservation efforts.
3. Dechlorinated swimming pool, spa, and hot tub discharges. These discharges
shall be dechlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted, if
necessary, and in volumes and velocities controlled to prevent resuspension of
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sediments in the storm water system. Discharges shall be thermally controlled to
prevent an increase in temperature of the receiving water. Swimming pool
cleaning wastewater and filter backwash shall not be discharged to the City’s
stormwater system.
4. Street and sidewalk wash water, water used to control dust, and routine external
building wash-down that does not use detergents are permitted if the amount of
street wash and dust control water used is minimized. At active construction sites,
street sweeping must be performed prior to washing the street.
5. Non-storm water discharges covered by another NPDES permit; provided, that
the discharger is in full compliance with all requirements of the permit, waiver, or
order and other applicable laws and regulations; and provided, that written
approval has been granted for any discharge to the storm drain system.
6. Other non-storm water discharges. The discharges shall be in compliance with
the requirements of the city’s storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP),
which addresses control of such discharges.
D. Prohibition of Illicit Connection.
1. The construction, use, maintenance, or continued existence of illicit
connections to the storm drain systems are prohibited and constitute a violation of
this chapter.
2. This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections made
in the past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or
practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection.
3. A person is considered to be in violation of this section if the person connects a
line conveying sewage to the MS4, or allows such a connection to continue.
E. Interpretation. All provisions and terms of this section should be interpreted
consistently with the NPDES Phase II municipal storm water permit issued to the city. In
the event of a conflict, the NPDES Phase II municipal storm water permit shall govern.
F. Source Control Best Management Practices. Any person causing or allowing discharge
to a public drainage facility, natural drainage system, surface and storm water, or ground
water shall control contamination in the discharge by implementing appropriate
operational source control BMPs, as described in Volume IV of the manual. Failure to
implement such practices shall constitute a violation of this chapter. Guidance on
designing and implementing BMPs is provided in the standard plans.
G. Implementation of structural BMPs shall be required if operational BMPs are not
effective at reducing or eliminating an illicit discharge. Guidance for design of structural
BMPs is provided in Volume IV of the manual, herein incorporated by reference.
H. Inspections. Inspections to investigate illicit discharges or connections may be made
according to MMC 13.26.250.
Section 4. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance should
be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
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unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or unconstitutionality of any other section, sentence,
clause or phrase of this ordinance.
Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days
from and after its passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Milton, Washington, at a
regularly scheduled meeting thereof this _____ day of _______________, _______.
______________________________________
Shanna Styron Sherrell, Mayor
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:
Trisha Summers, City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
____________________________________
Published: ___________________________
Effective Date:
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Agenda Item#3C

To:

Mayor Styron Sherrell and City Council Members

From: Angelie Stahlnecker, Planning Manager
Date:
Re:

June 13, 2022

Adoption of 2018 International Codes Editions and local fire code amendments

ATTACHMENTS: Ordinance 2050-22 Clean
Ordinance 2050-22 Redline
TYPE OF ACTION:

Information Only

X

Discussion

Recommended Action: None at this time.

Action

Public Hearing

Expenditure

Issue/Discussion: The is the 1st reading of Ordinance 2050-22.

The State Building Code Council, created to advise the Legislature on matters related to
building codes under authority of RCW Chapter 19.27, has adopted the 2018 editions of the
International Building Code (IBC), International Existing Building Code (IEBC),
International Residential Code (IRC), International Mechanical Code (IMC), International
Fire Code (IFC), Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), and Washington State Energy Code
(WSEC). These codes are known as the State Building Code and went into effect February 1,
2021.

The Washington State Legislature revise the state building codes on a three-year cycle, and local
adoption of the codes is necessary to remain consistent with the state laws regarding construction
processes.
These updates are a required housekeeping measure to be in compliance and agreement
with minimum performance standards and objectives of the State Building Code. Permits
that were applied for on or after February 1st, 2021, have been reviewed and inspected to
current 2018 State Building Codes. A more thorough review and update of Title 15 will
occur in the future.

In addition, it came to staff’s attention that previously adopted Fire Code amendments had
been unintentionally deleted in a past amendment. This ordinance would restore the
amendments with some additional changes requested by East Pierce Fire and Rescue to
address local concerns.
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ORDINANCE 2050-22
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, AMENDING TITLE 15 OF THE MILTON
MUNICIPAL CODE TO UPDATE CONSTRUCTION CODE
PROVISIONS AS REQUIRED BY STATE LAW;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the State Building Code Council has approved statewide adoption of the 2018
Editions of the International Building Code, International Residential Code, International Existing
Building Code, Uniform Plumbing Code, International Mechanical Code, International Fuel Gas
Code, National Fuel Gas Code, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, Washington State Energy Code,
and International Fire Code; and
WHEREAS, additional fire code amendments have been requested by East Pierce Fire and
Rescue who provide emergency services to the City of Milton; and
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to amend Title 15 MMC as specified herein in order
to adopt by reference these construction codes, including appropriate local revisions thereto;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. MMC Section 15.05.040, Building Code Adoption , amended. Section 1 of
Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.040 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended
to read as follows:
A. There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though
fully set forth herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International
Building Code (IBC), 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted
by the State Building Code Council, in Chapter 51-50 WAC, and as published
by the International Code Council together with Appendix Chapters H, Signs,
and J, Grading, unless superseded by Chapter 13.26 MMC or sections of the
Milton Municipal Code specifically addressing clearing, grading and filling.
B. IBC Section 1013, Guards, shall be amended to read as follows:
1013.2 Where required. Upon issuance of a building permit, guards shall be located
along open-sided walking surfaces, mezzanines, equipment platforms, stairs, ramps,
landings and the top edge of any rockery, retaining wall or structure that is located
more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade below. Guards shall be
adequate in strength and attachment in accordance with Chapter 16.
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Section 2. MMC Section 15.05.050, 15.05.50 Residential Code adopted, amended.
Section 1 of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.050 of the Milton Municipal Code, is
hereby amended to read as follows:
A. There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though
fully set forth herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International
Residential Code (IRC), 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and
adopted by the State Building Code Council in Chapter 51-51 WAC, and as
published by the International Code Council together with the Appendix
Chapters G, Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, and J, Existing Buildings
and Structures. Appendix Chapter G is hereby modified to increase the barrier
height around swimming pools, spas and hot tubs to not less than 72 inches.

B. IRC Table R301.2(1) Amended. Table R301.2(1) is hereby amended to read
as follows:
R301.2(1) Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria:
Ground Snow Load: 25 psf
Wind Speed (mph): 85
Topographic Effects: No
Seismic Design Category: D1
Subject to Damage from Weathering: Moderate
Frost Line Depth: 12 inches
Termite: Slight to Moderate
Winter Design Temp: 19°F
Ice Barrier Underlayment Req.: No
Flood Hazard: Most current Flood Insurance Rate Map

Air Freezing Index: 160
Mean Annual Temperature: 51°F
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Section 3. MMC Section 15.05.060, Existing Building Code adopted, amended.
Section 1 of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.060 of the Milton Municipal Code, is
hereby amended to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Existing Building Code
(IEBC), 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building
Code Council in Chapter 51-50 WAC, and as published by the International Code Council.

Section 4. MMC Section 15.05.070, Plumbing Code, amended. Section 1 of Ordinance
1861, codified as Section 15.05.070 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as
follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), 2018
Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council in
Chapters 51-56 and 51-57 WAC, and as published by the International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials together with Appendix Chapters A, Recommended
Rules For Sizing Water Piping, B, Explanatory Notes On Combination Waste and Vent
Systems, and I, Installation Standards.
Section 5. MMC Section 15.05.080, Mechanical Code, amended. Section 1 of
Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.080 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended
to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Mechanical Code (IMC),
2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council
in Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by the International Code Council.
Section 6. MMC Section 15.05.090, International Fuel Gas Code, amended. Section 1
of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.090 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby
amended to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), 2018
Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council in
Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by the International Code Council.
Section 7. MMC Section 15.05.100, National Fuel Gas Code, amended. Section 1 of
Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.100 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended
to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the National Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition,
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or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council in Chapter
51-52 WAC, and as published by NFPA.
Section 8. MMC Section 15.05.110, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, amended. Section
1 of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.110 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby
amended to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2018
Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council in
Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by NFPA.
Section 9. MMC Section 15.05.140, Fire Code, amended. Section 1 of Ordinance 1861,
codified as Section 15.05.140 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
A.

There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully
set forth herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Fire Code
(IFC), 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the state of
Washington in Chapter 51-54 WAC, together with Appendix B, Fire Flow
Requirements for Buildings, Appendix C, Fire Hydrant Location and Distribution,
and Appendix D, Fire Apparatus Access Roads.

B. IFC Sections Amended. The following Sections of the IFC are hereby
modified or amended as provided below:
(1) Definitions. As used in the 2018 International Fire Code:
1. “Fire Chief ” shall mean the Fire Chief of East Pierce Fire & Rescue or his/her
designee.
2. “Fire Code Official” shall mean the Fire Chief of East Pierce Fire & Rescue or
his/her designee.
3. “Corporation counsel” shall mean the City Attorney of the City of Milton.
4. “Jurisdiction” shall mean within the city limits of the City of Milton.
5. “Municipality” shall mean the City of Milton.
(2) Buildings and Facilities.
IFC 503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of
not less than 20 feet with no parking on either side or 28 feet with parking on one side
except for approved security gates in accordance with Section 503.6 and an unobstructed
vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches. Driveways for up to two (2) single
family residence or a duplex shall be a minimum of 15’.
IFC 503.2.4 Turning Radius. The required turning radius of a fire apparatus access road shall
have a minimum inside turning radius of 30 feet.
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IFC 503.2.5 Dead Ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet in length
shall be provided with an approved area for turning around fire apparatus (see Appendix D of the
International Fire Code).
IFC 503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire apparatus access road shall be within the limits
established by the Fire Code Official and City Engineer based on the fire department’s
apparatus.
IFC 503.3 Marking. Where required by the Fire Code Official, approved signs or other
approved notices shall be provided for fire apparatus roads to identify such roads or prohibit
the obstruction thereof. Signs or notices shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at
all times and be replaced or repaired when necessary for adequate visibility.
IFC 503.6 Security Gates. The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road
shall be approved by the Fire Chief. Where security gates are installed, they shall meet the
following requirements:
1. Locked gates shall have an approved key box or key override system installed.
2. Gates serving 10 or more dwelling units shall have an Opticom activation system,
Knox key override system or an equivalent and compatible system approved by the
Fire Chief.
3. All electrically activated gates shall have default capabilities to the unlock position.
4. The minimum clearance width of a gate shall be compatible with the required width of
the fire apparatus access road. Gate posts, keypads and other gate appurtenances shall be
located in such a manner that they will not obstruct or restrict ingress and egress of
emergency vehicles.
5. The security gate and the emergency operation shall be maintained operational at all
times.
6. Gates shall follow Pierce County Gate Standards.
IFC 505.1 Premises Identification. New and existing buildings shall have approved address
numbers, building numbers or approved building identification placed in a position that is
plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property. Address numbers on
existing buildings which do not meet the requirements of this section and which are plainly
visible from the street or road fronting the property need not be replaced. Where address
numbers on existing building are missing or removed, they shall be replaced with numbers
complying with this section. These numbers shall contrast with their background and be
retroreflective. Address numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters. Numbers shall
be a minimum of 6 inches high with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch. In addition, new
and existing buildings located 100’ or more from the street right of way shall have the same
6 inch address dimension on the building and at the street.
a. Multi-Family Residential, Commercial, or Small Business:
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Amount of Setback
50 Feet or less
51 Feet to 100 Feet
100 Feet or more
Individual Apartment Units

Number/Letter
Size
6 inches
12 inches
18 inches
4 inches

b. Large Commercial or Industrial Complexes:
Amount of Setback
50 Feet or less
51 Feet to 100 Feet
100 Feet or more

Number/Letter
Size
12 inches
18 inches
24 inches

(3) Fire Protection Systems – General.

C.
IFC Section 901.2 Construction documents. The Fire Code Official shall have
the authority to require construction documents and calculations for all fire protection
systems and to require permits be issued for the installation, rehabilitation or modification
of any fire protection system. Construction documents for fire protection systems shall be
submitted for review and approval prior to system installation. Construction documents
shall be submitted in such form and detail as required by the Fire Code Official. In the case
of fire protection systems, a minimum of three sets of construction documents shall be
submitted plus an electronic copy. Only plans approved by the Washington State Survey
and Rating Bureau or certified and stamped by a fire protection engineer shall be accepted.
Registered design professionals shall have licenses and credentials as required by the state
of Washington.
Issued permits shall be kept on the premises designated therein at all times and shall be
readily available for inspection by the Fire Code Official and the Building Code Official.
No building shall be occupied prior to the installation and approval of any required fire
protection system as set forth in this code.
(5) Automatic Sprinkler Systems.
IFC 903.2 Where Required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and
structures shall be provided in the locations described in this section.
All buildings hereinafter constructed or enlarged as defined by the International Fire Code,
2018 edition, shall be equipped with a fully automatic sprinkler system designed, installed,
maintained and tested per NFPA 13, 13D, 13R, or 25, the edition currently adopted by the
city, where the gross floor area or occupant load exceeds those listed below, or the building
is 35 feet or greater in height or three or more stories.
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For purposes of this chapter, gross floor area shall be as defined in Chapter 2, International
Building Code, 2018 edition.
IFC 903.2.1 Group A. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings
and portions thereof used as Group occupancies as provided in this section. For Group A-1, A2, A-3 and A-4 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout the
gross floor area where the Group A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancy is located, and in all floors
between the Group occupancy and the level of exit discharge. For Group A-5 occupancies, the
automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in the spaces indicated in IFC Section 903.2.1.5.
IFC 903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-1
occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more;
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge; or
4. The gross floor area contains a multi-theater complex.
IFC 903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-2
occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more; or
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
IFC 903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-3
occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more; or
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
Exception: Areas used exclusively as participant sports areas where the main floor
area is located at the same level as the level of exit discharge of the main entrance and
exit.
IFC 903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A4 occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more; or
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
Exception: Areas used exclusively as participant sports areas where the main floor
area is located at the same level as the level of exit discharge of the main entrance and
exit.
IFC 903 Additionally, Group B. Business as described in Chapter 2. An automatic
sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group B occupancy
where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group B occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group B occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group B occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
4. As required by Washington State Amendments.
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IFC 903.2.3 Group E. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E
occupancies where the following conditions exists:
1.
Throughout all Group E occupancies where the gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square
feet or as required by Washington State Amendments.
IFC 903.2.4 Group F-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings containing a Group F-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group F-1 occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group F-1 occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group F-1 occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.4.1 Woodworking Operations. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout all Group F-1 occupancy fire areas that contain woodworking operations in excess of
2,500 square feet in gross floor area which generate finely divided combustible waste or which
use finely divided combustible materials.
IFC 903.2.7 Group M. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings
containing a Group M occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group M occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group M occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group M occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in accordance with
IFC Section 903.3 shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area.
1. Or as required by the International Fire Code and or Washington State Amendments.
Exception: Detached one-family dwellings and duplexes under 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.9 Group S-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings containing a Group S-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group S-1 occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group S-1 occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group S-1 occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.9.1 Repair Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout
all buildings used as repair garages in accordance with the International Building Code, as
follows:
1. Buildings two or more stories in height, including basements, with a gross floor area
containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.
2. One-story buildings with a gross floor area containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000
square feet.
3. Buildings with a repair garage servicing vehicles parked in the basement.
IFC 903.2.10 Group S-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings
with gross floor area exceeding 5,000 square feet and buildings classified as an enclosed parking
garage in accordance with the International Building Code or where located beneath other groups.
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Exception: Enclosed parking garages located beneath Group R-3 occupancies.
IFC 903.2.10.1 Commercial Parking Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout buildings used for storage of commercial trucks or buses where the gross
floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.11.3 Building height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
buildings 35 feet or greater in height or three or more stories.
Exceptions:
1. Airport control towers
2. Open parking structures
3. Occupancies in Group F-2
IFC 903.3.7 Fire department connections. The location of fire department connections shall
be approved by the Fire Chief. Where possible, fire department connections shall be located
not less than 50 feet from the protected building and not more than 50 feet from a fire hydrant.
IFC 903.4.3 Indicating valves. All automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided with a listed
and approved indicating valve as meeting NFPA-13 in an approved remote location. When
possible, such valve shall be located not less than 50 feet from the protected structure. A sign shall
be provided under the indicating valve to identify the specific building by address or letter/number
or portion of specific building served.
IFC 903.5 Testing and maintenance. Sprinkler systems shall be tested and maintained in
accordance with IFC Section 901. A copy of the annual inspection report shall be signed by the
individual conducting the inspection, and a copy forwarded to the fire department in the
approved manner.
IFC 903.6 Existing buildings. The provisions of this section are intended to provide a reasonable
degree of safety in existing structures not complying with the minimum requirements of the
International Building Code by requiring the installation of an automatic sprinkler system in all
existing structures with a gross floor area exceeding 5,000 square feet that are altered 50% or
more of floor area as defined by the 2018 International Building and Fire Code.
(6) Fire Alarm and Detection Systems.
IFC 907.1.3 Equipment. Systems and their components shall be listed and approved for
the purpose for which they are intended. In addition to those requirements found in Section
907.2 of the 2018 International Fire Code, the following shall apply.
The automatic/manual fire alarm system shall consist of a minimum of the following:
• Addressable fire alarm control panel and components
• Interior audible/visual alarm devices for the notification of the building occupants
throughout. WAC. 51.50 and IBC Chapter 11.
• Exterior horn/strobe shall be located on the address side of the building.
• Visible devices in restrooms
• Manual pull stations at each exit
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• Smoke detection in corridors
• Monitoring of the automatic fire sprinkler systems/fire alarm systems
• Buildings containing multiple tenants shall have an addressable fire alarm system
capable of monitoring and sending notification of all protection systems and the
individual suite address within the building to an approved central station.
• Multiple story buildings shall have an addressable system capable of monitoring
and sending notification of all protection systems within the building to an approved
central station.
IFC 907.2 Where required - New buildings and structures. An approved manual and
automatic fire alarm system shall be provided in accordance with this section, and in all
structures exceeding 5,000 square feet gross floor area. In addition to the requirements of this
section an approved addressable fire alarm system shall be provided in all buildings
exceeding 5,000 square feet of gross floor area or greater.
IFC 907.9 Existing Buildings and Structures. The provisions of this section are intended to
provide a reasonable degree of safety in existing structures not complying with the minimum
requirements of the International Building Code by requiring the installation of an
automatic/manual fire alarm system in all existing structures with a gross floor area exceeding
5,000 square feet that are altered 50% or more of the floor area as defined by the 2018
International Building and Fire Code.

Section 10. MMC Section 15.10.020, amended. Section 1 of Ordinance 1085, codified
as Section 15.10.020 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
All new construction or tenant improvements shall have addressing numbers or letters of
not less than six inches in height and that shall be of such color backlit as to contrast with
the background of backlit and further to be placed in such a manner that will be plainly
visible at night.
Section 11. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance
should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity
or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or unconstitutionality of any other section,
sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance.
Section 12. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days
from and after its passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Milton, Washington, at a
regular meeting thereof this _____ day of June, 2022.

______________________________________
Shanna Styron Sherrell, Mayor
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:
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Trisha Summers, City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

OGDEN MURPHY WALLACE, PLLC
Published: ___________________________
Effective Date:
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ORDINANCE 2050-22
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, AMENDING TITLE 15 OF THE MILTON
MUNICIPAL CODE TO UPDATE CONSTRUCTION CODE
PROVISIONS AS REQUIRED BY STATE LAW;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the State Building Code Council has approved statewide adoption of the 2018
Editions of the International Building Code, International Residential Code, International Existing
Building Code, Uniform Plumbing Code, International Mechanical Code, International Fuel Gas
Code, National Fuel Gas Code, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, Washington State Energy Code,
and International Fire Code; and
WHEREAS, additional fire code amendments have been requested by East Pierce Fire and
Rescue who provide emergency services to the City of Milton; and
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to amend Title 15 MMC as specified herein in order
to adopt by reference these construction codes, including appropriate local revisions thereto;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILTON,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. MMC Section 15.05.040, Building Code Adoption , amended. Section 1 of
Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.040 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended
to read as follows:
A. There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though
fully set forth herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International
Building Code (IBC), 2012 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and
adopted by the State Building Code Council, in Chapter 51-50 WAC, and as
published by the International Code Council together with Appendix Chapters
H, Signs, and J, Grading, unless superseded by Chapter 13.26 MMC or
sections of the Milton Municipal Code specifically addressing clearing,
grading and filling.
B. IBC Section 1013, Guards, shall be amended to read as follows:
1013.2 Where required. Upon issuance of a building permit, guards shall be located
along open-sided walking surfaces, mezzanines, equipment platforms, stairs, ramps,
landings and the top edge of any rockery, retaining wall or structure that is located
more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade below. Guards shall be
adequate in strength and attachment in accordance with Chapter 16.
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Section 2. MMC Section 15.05.050, 15.05.50 Residential Code adopted, amended.
Section 1 of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.050 of the Milton Municipal Code, is
hereby amended to read as follows:
A. There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though
fully set forth herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International
Residential Code (IRC), 2012 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and
adopted by the State Building Code Council in Chapter 51-51 WAC, and as
published by the International Code Council together with the Appendix
Chapters G, Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, and J, Existing Buildings
and Structures. Appendix Chapter G is hereby modified to increase the barrier
height around swimming pools, spas and hot tubs to not less than 72 inches.

B. IRC Table R301.2(1) Amended. Table R301.2(1) is hereby amended to read
as follows:
R301.2(1) Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria:
Ground Snow Load: 25 psf
Wind Speed (mph): 85
Topographic Effects: No
Seismic Design Category: D1
Subject to Damage from Weathering: Moderate
Frost Line Depth: 12 inches
Termite: Slight to Moderate
Winter Design Temp: 19°F
Ice Barrier Underlayment Req.: No
Flood Hazard: Most current Flood Insurance Rate Map

Air Freezing Index: 160
Mean Annual Temperature: 51°F
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Section 3. MMC Section 15.05.060, Existing Building Code adopted, amended.
Section 1 of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.060 of the Milton Municipal Code, is
hereby amended to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Existing Building Code
(IEBC), 2012 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building
Code Council in Chapter 51-50 WAC, and as published by the International Code Council.

Section 4. MMC Section 15.05.070, Plumbing Code, amended. Section 1 of Ordinance
1861, codified as Section 15.05.070 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as
follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), 2012
2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council
in Chapters 51-56 and 51-57 WAC, and as published by the International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials together with Appendix Chapters A, Recommended
Rules For Sizing Water Piping, B, Explanatory Notes On Combination Waste and Vent
Systems, and I, Installation Standards.
Section 5. MMC Section 15.05.080, Mechanical Code, amended. Section 1 of
Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.080 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended
to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Mechanical Code (IMC),
2012 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code
Council in Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by the International Code Council.
Section 6. MMC Section 15.05.090, International Fuel Gas Code, amended. Section 1
of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.090 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby
amended to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), 2012
2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council
in Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by the International Code Council.
Section 7. MMC Section 15.05.100, National Fuel Gas Code, amended. Section 1 of
Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.100 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended
to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the National Fuel Gas Code, 2012 2018
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Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council in
Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by NFPA.
Section 8. MMC Section 15.05.110, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, amended. Section
1 of Ordinance 1861, codified as Section 15.05.110 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby
amended to read as follows:
There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully set forth
herein, at length, that certain code, known as the Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2012 2018
Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the State Building Code Council in
Chapter 51-52 WAC, and as published by NFPA.
Section 9. MMC Section 15.05.140, Fire Code, amended. Section 1 of Ordinance 1861,
codified as Section 15.05.140 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
A.

There is adopted and by this reference made a part of this chapter as though fully
set forth herein, at length, that certain code, known as the International Fire Code
(IFC), 2012 2018 Edition, or as subsequently amended and adopted by the state of
Washington in Chapter 51-54 WAC, together with Appendix B, Fire Flow
Requirements for Buildings, Appendix C, Fire Hydrant Location and Distribution,
and Appendix D, Fire Apparatus Access Roads.

B. IFC Sections Amended. The following Sections of the IFC are hereby
modified or amended as provided below:
(1) Definitions. As used in the 2018 International Fire Code:
1. “Fire Chief ” shall mean the Fire Chief of East Pierce Fire & Rescue or his/her
designee.
2. “Fire Code Official” shall mean the Fire Chief of East Pierce Fire & Rescue or
his/her designee.
3. “Corporation counsel” shall mean the City Attorney of the City of Milton.
4. “Jurisdiction” shall mean within the city limits of the City of Milton.
5. “Municipality” shall mean the City of Milton.
(2) Buildings and Facilities.
IFC 503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of
not less than 20 feet with no parking on either side or 28 feet with parking on one side
except for approved security gates in accordance with Section 503.6 and an unobstructed
vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches. Driveways for up to two (2) single
family residence or a duplex shall be a minimum of 15’.
IFC 503.2.4 Turning Radius. The required turning radius of a fire apparatus access road shall
have a minimum inside turning radius of 30 feet.
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IFC 503.2.5 Dead Ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet in length
shall be provided with an approved area for turning around fire apparatus (see Appendix D of the
International Fire Code).
IFC 503.2.7 Grade. The grade of the fire apparatus access road shall be within the limits
established by the Fire Code Official and City Engineer based on the fire department’s
apparatus.
IFC 503.3 Marking. Where required by the Fire Code Official, approved signs or other
approved notices shall be provided for fire apparatus roads to identify such roads or prohibit
the obstruction thereof. Signs or notices shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at
all times and be replaced or repaired when necessary for adequate visibility.
IFC 503.6 Security Gates. The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road
shall be approved by the Fire Chief. Where security gates are installed, they shall meet the
following requirements:
1. Locked gates shall have an approved key box or key override system installed.
2. Gates serving 10 or more dwelling units shall have an Opticom activation system,
Knox key override system or an equivalent and compatible system approved by the
Fire Chief.
3. All electrically activated gates shall have default capabilities to the unlock position.
4. The minimum clearance width of a gate shall be compatible with the required width of
the fire apparatus access road. Gate posts, keypads and other gate appurtenances shall be
located in such a manner that they will not obstruct or restrict ingress and egress of
emergency vehicles.
5. The security gate and the emergency operation shall be maintained operational at all
times.
6. Gates shall follow Pierce County Gate Standards.
IFC 505.1 Premises Identification. New and existing buildings shall have approved address
numbers, building numbers or approved building identification placed in a position that is
plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property. Address numbers on
existing buildings which do not meet the requirements of this section and which are plainly
visible from the street or road fronting the property need not be replaced. Where address
numbers on existing building are missing or removed, they shall be replaced with numbers
complying with this section. These numbers shall contrast with their background and be
retroreflective. Address numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters. Numbers shall
be a minimum of 6 inches high with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch. In addition, new
and existing buildings located 100’ or more from the street right of way shall have the same
6 inch address dimension on the building and at the street.
a. Multi-Family Residential, Commercial, or Small Business:
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Amount of Setback
50 Feet or less
51 Feet to 100 Feet
100 Feet or more
Individual Apartment Units

Number/Letter
Size
6 inches
12 inches
18 inches
4 inches

b. Large Commercial or Industrial Complexes:
Amount of Setback
50 Feet or less
51 Feet to 100 Feet
100 Feet or more

Number/Letter
Size
12 inches
18 inches
24 inches

(3) Fire Protection Systems – General.

C.
IFC Section 901.2 Construction documents. The Fire Code Official shall have
the authority to require construction documents and calculations for all fire protection
systems and to require permits be issued for the installation, rehabilitation or modification
of any fire protection system. Construction documents for fire protection systems shall be
submitted for review and approval prior to system installation. Construction documents
shall be submitted in such form and detail as required by the Fire Code Official. In the case
of fire protection systems, a minimum of three sets of construction documents shall be
submitted plus an electronic copy. Only plans approved by the Washington State Survey
and Rating Bureau or certified and stamped by a fire protection engineer shall be accepted.
Registered design professionals shall have licenses and credentials as required by the state
of Washington.
Issued permits shall be kept on the premises designated therein at all times and shall be
readily available for inspection by the Fire Code Official and the Building Code Official.
No building shall be occupied prior to the installation and approval of any required fire
protection system as set forth in this code.
(5) Automatic Sprinkler Systems.
IFC 903.2 Where Required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and
structures shall be provided in the locations described in this section.
All buildings hereinafter constructed or enlarged as defined by the International Fire Code,
2018 edition, shall be equipped with a fully automatic sprinkler system designed, installed,
maintained and tested per NFPA 13, 13D, 13R, or 25, the edition currently adopted by the
city, where the gross floor area or occupant load exceeds those listed below, or the building
is 35 feet or greater in height or three or more stories.
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For purposes of this chapter, gross floor area shall be as defined in Chapter 2, International
Building Code, 2018 edition.
IFC 903.2.1 Group A. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings
and portions thereof used as Group occupancies as provided in this section. For Group A-1, A2, A-3 and A-4 occupancies, the automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout the
gross floor area where the Group A-1, A-2, A-3 or A-4 occupancy is located, and in all floors
between the Group occupancy and the level of exit discharge. For Group A-5 occupancies, the
automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in the spaces indicated in IFC Section 903.2.1.5.
IFC 903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-1
occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more;
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge; or
4. The gross floor area contains a multi-theater complex.
IFC 903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-2
occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more; or
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
IFC 903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-3
occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more; or
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
Exception: Areas used exclusively as participant sports areas where the main floor
area is located at the same level as the level of exit discharge of the main entrance and
exit.
IFC 903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A4 occupancies where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. The gross floor area has an occupant load of 100 or more; or
3. The gross floor area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
Exception: Areas used exclusively as participant sports areas where the main floor
area is located at the same level as the level of exit discharge of the main entrance and
exit.
IFC 903 Additionally, Group B. Business as described in Chapter 2. An automatic
sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group B occupancy
where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group B occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group B occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group B occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
4. As required by Washington State Amendments.
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IFC 903.2.3 Group E. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E
occupancies where the following conditions exists:
1.
Throughout all Group E occupancies where the gross floor area exceeds 5,000 square
feet or as required by Washington State Amendments.
IFC 903.2.4 Group F-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings containing a Group F-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group F-1 occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group F-1 occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group F-1 occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.4.1 Woodworking Operations. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout all Group F-1 occupancy fire areas that contain woodworking operations in excess of
2,500 square feet in gross floor area which generate finely divided combustible waste or which
use finely divided combustible materials.
IFC 903.2.7 Group M. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings
containing a Group M occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group M occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group M occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group M occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in accordance with
IFC Section 903.3 shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area.
1. Or as required by the International Fire Code and or Washington State Amendments.
Exception: Detached one-family dwellings and duplexes under 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.9 Group S-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings containing a Group S-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. Where the gross floor area of a Group S-1 occupancy exceeds 5,000 square feet;
2. Where the gross floor area of a Group S-1 occupancy is located more than three stories
above grade; or
3. Where the combined gross floor area of all Group S-1 occupancies on all floors,
including any mezzanines, exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.9.1 Repair Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout
all buildings used as repair garages in accordance with the International Building Code, as
follows:
1. Buildings two or more stories in height, including basements, with a gross floor area
containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.
2. One-story buildings with a gross floor area containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000
square feet.
3. Buildings with a repair garage servicing vehicles parked in the basement.
IFC 903.2.10 Group S-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings
with gross floor area exceeding 5,000 square feet and buildings classified as an enclosed parking
garage in accordance with the International Building Code or where located beneath other groups.
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Exception: Enclosed parking garages located beneath Group R-3 occupancies.
IFC 903.2.10.1 Commercial Parking Garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout buildings used for storage of commercial trucks or buses where the gross
floor area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
IFC 903.2.11.3 Building height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout
buildings 35 feet or greater in height or three or more stories.
Exceptions:
1. Airport control towers
2. Open parking structures
3. Occupancies in Group F-2
IFC 903.3.7 Fire department connections. The location of fire department connections shall
be approved by the Fire Chief. Where possible, fire department connections shall be located
not less than 50 feet from the protected building and not more than 50 feet from a fire hydrant.
IFC 903.4.3 Indicating valves. All automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided with a listed
and approved indicating valve as meeting NFPA-13 in an approved remote location. When
possible, such valve shall be located not less than 50 feet from the protected structure. A sign shall
be provided under the indicating valve to identify the specific building by address or letter/number
or portion of specific building served.
IFC 903.5 Testing and maintenance. Sprinkler systems shall be tested and maintained in
accordance with IFC Section 901. A copy of the annual inspection report shall be signed by the
individual conducting the inspection, and a copy forwarded to the fire department in the
approved manner.
IFC 903.6 Existing buildings. The provisions of this section are intended to provide a reasonable
degree of safety in existing structures not complying with the minimum requirements of the
International Building Code by requiring the installation of an automatic sprinkler system in all
existing structures with a gross floor area exceeding 5,000 square feet that are altered 50% or
more of floor area as defined by the 2018 International Building and Fire Code.
(6) Fire Alarm and Detection Systems.
IFC 907.1.3 Equipment. Systems and their components shall be listed and approved for
the purpose for which they are intended. In addition to those requirements found in Section
907.2 of the 2018 International Fire Code, the following shall apply.
The automatic/manual fire alarm system shall consist of a minimum of the following:
• Addressable fire alarm control panel and components
• Interior audible/visual alarm devices for the notification of the building occupants
throughout. WAC. 51.50 and IBC Chapter 11.
• Exterior horn/strobe shall be located on the address side of the building.
• Visible devices in restrooms
• Manual pull stations at each exit
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• Smoke detection in corridors
• Monitoring of the automatic fire sprinkler systems/fire alarm systems
• Buildings containing multiple tenants shall have an addressable fire alarm system
capable of monitoring and sending notification of all protection systems and the
individual suite address within the building to an approved central station.
• Multiple story buildings shall have an addressable system capable of monitoring
and sending notification of all protection systems within the building to an approved
central station.
IFC 907.2 Where required - New buildings and structures. An approved manual and
automatic fire alarm system shall be provided in accordance with this section, and in all
structures exceeding 5,000 square feet gross floor area. In addition to the requirements of this
section an approved addressable fire alarm system shall be provided in all buildings
exceeding 5,000 square feet of gross floor area or greater.
IFC 907.9 Existing Buildings and Structures. The provisions of this section are intended to
provide a reasonable degree of safety in existing structures not complying with the minimum
requirements of the International Building Code by requiring the installation of an
automatic/manual fire alarm system in all existing structures with a gross floor area exceeding
5,000 square feet that are altered 50% or more of the floor area as defined by the 2018
International Building and Fire Code.

Section 10. MMC Section 15.10.020, amended. Section 1 of Ordinance 1085, codified
as Section 15.10.020 of the Milton Municipal Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
All new construction or tenant improvements shall have addressing numbers or letters of
not less than four six inches in height and that shall be of such color backlit as to contrast
with the background of backlit and further to be placed in such a manner that will be plainly
visible at night.
Section 11. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance
should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity
or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or unconstitutionality of any other section,
sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance.
Section 12. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days
from and after its passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Milton, Washington, at a
regular meeting thereof this _____ day of June, 2022.

______________________________________
Shanna Styron Sherrell, Mayor
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:
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Trisha Summers, City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

OGDEN MURPHY WALLACE, PLLC
Published: ___________________________
Effective Date:
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