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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Special Meeting
Tuesday — November 12, 2013
7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Perry called the regularly-scheduled meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Pro Tem Taylor, Councilmembers Whalen, Jones, Ott,
Manley, and Zaroudny
Absent Councilmember Morton

MAYOR PRO TEM TAYLOR MOVED, seconded by
Councilmember Ott, to excuse Councilmember Morton’s
absence — passed 6/0.

STAFF PRESENT

City Administrator Mukerjee, Public Works Director Neal, and Finance Director Tylor

ADDITIONS / DELETIONS

None.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Speaker Address Comments

Leonard Sanderson | 1201 24" Ave | Requested Council to please add the potential
Ct widening of Taylor Street to an agenda soon.

COUNCILMEMBER JONES MOVED, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Taylor, to add
“Taylor Street Widening” to tonight’s agenda — Mayor Perry added it as ltem 6B.



CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of:

A. Minutes from the meetings of 10/21/2013.
B. Checks/voucher numbers 54502-54552 in the amount of $417,563.35.

C. Payroll disbursement for 10/18/2013 and 11/5/2013 in the amount of
$359,923.81.

Councilmember Ott requested further information regarding line item “Kentucky Expo”.
Director Neal explained it was a training event for two journeymen electricians, taken
from within the department’s training budget and approved by the City Administrator and
Mayor. Mayor Perry added her approval for the training, and requested that the two
employees who attended the conference come soon to a Council meeting to brief the
Council on what was learned.

COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Jones, to approve the Consent
Agenda as presented. Passed 7/0.

PUBLIC HEARING — 2" Public Hearing — 2014 Budget & Final Budget Review &
Direction

City Administrator Mukerjee provided an overview of the budget status and explained the
handouts, one an email from Milton citizen Ruth Ballard and the other an excerpt from
the draft 11/4/13 Council minutes. He said the tentative timeline is for the final budget
document to be presented for adoption at either the 11/18/13 or 12/2/13 meeting.

Mayor Perry opened the public hearing at 7:19 p.m.
There was no public comment.
Mayor Perry closed the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.

Director Tylor reported on the utility fees item that Councilmember Morton brought up
last meeting, and she will continue to monitor it before bringing forward the final
document. She said there may be some adjustments within the total, but not to the total
itself.

Councilmember Zaroudny said that $80,000 for the city’s utility expenses does seem
high. Directors Tylor and Neal will dig further into it to clarify how it reaches that amount.

Councilmember Whalen said Council has already indicated comfort with the budget as

presented and directed discussion to unbudgeted items with the unrestricted fund

balance. He reminded the Council that the two largest considerations identified by

Council at the last meeting are the position of Senior Financial Analyst and the

compensation changes for exempt employees.

e Regarding the position of Senior Financial Analyst, Council expressed overall
support, saying that Director Tylor is not able to work to the best of her ability without
this position filled.



COUNCILMEMBER ZAROUDNY MOVED, seconded by Councilmember Whalen, to
add the position of Senior Financial Analyst to the budget for the year 2014.

Councilmember Whalen pointed out that this fills a 2011 Council Goal.

Mayor Perry said that, with the budget downturn, it was determined that the city must
do without this position, but it was not without cost, including an auditor comment
that a second pair of eyes is necessary for good internal functioning.

The motion was voted on and passed 6/0.

Regarding the exempt employee salary adjustments, it was explained that the
$15,000 amount is equal to the exempt positions each given a 5% salary increase
and an increase in health insurance contribution rate to 10%. If given a/’i%BSalary
increase with no insurance contribution rate increase, the amount would be $12,800.

Mayor Perry asked how long it's been since there was an across-the-board salary
increase for the exempt employees. Staff will report back on that.

COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Councilmember Zaroudny, to
add to the 2014 budget the exempt employee salary and insurance premium
adjustments at $15,000, which equates to a 5% salary increase and an increase in
health insurance contribution rate to 10%. Passed 6/0.

Regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update, discussion ensued about the possibility
of approving only enough for the state-mandated update and not the Visioning
portion. Council expressed they do not want to see all the Visioning work of the past
two years be stalled now.

Regarding a traffic signal at 28"/Milton Way, there was much discussion surrounding
this, including safety, traffic studies, and signal timing. Mayor Perry suggested
bringing more information back to a study session. Council agreed.

Regarding facilities roofing/maintenance, creating a building repair/replacement fund
was suggested.

Regarding signage, staff will report back with costs of metal signs until a more
permanent expenditure is appropriate.

COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Taylor, to
fund the $50,000 for the Comprehensive Plan Update in the 2014 budget.

Councilmember Whalen said he is happy the money is available and he is looking
forward to good things from this.

Mayor Pro Tem Taylor concurs, saying that to put the brakes on the Visioning now
would be a repeat of the past.

Councilmember Manley said the Comprehensive Plan is the backbone of the
direction for the city and is money well spent.



Councilmember Jones supports this, adding that it would be possible to remove it by
budget amendment later in the year if necessary.

The motion was voted on and passed 6/0.
COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Councilmember Ott, to move
earned interest from the strategic reserve fund to the general fund in the year 2014.

Councilmember Whalen explained there is no problem in spending the interest earned,
which is generally $5,000-$9,000 per year.

The motion was voted on and passed 6/0.

ITEM 6B — TAYLOR STREET

COUNCILMEMBER JONES MOVED, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Taylor, to bring to
study session a discussion about widening the asphalt of Taylor Street during the
resurfacing project to allow for walking/bicycling space.

Mayor Perry said this doesn't require a full-fledged plan, just general information for
Council to consider.

The motion was voted on and passed 6/0.

SPECIAL ITEM

Councilmember Whalen presented a printout of a facebook conversation that occurred
during the recent election campaign. He asked for indemnification from the council so
legal proceedings can take place, with the intent to clear the good name of City Council
and Police Chief Rhoads.

Council expressed support of this, referring to the printout as false accusations and
intentional defamation of character.

Mayor Perry said that, while her name was cleared through the newspaper investigation,
the effect on her family has been horrible.

COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Councilmember Zaroudny, to
have this material and subsequent other materials provided to attorneys for review;
depending on legal advice, Council would opt to move forward or not.

Councilmember Zaroudny said this is so far out of line and so personal, and the fact that
it happened here on city property is a reflection on all of us; there is justification in
authorizing the city’s funds in this regard.

The motion was voted on and passed 6/0.



Mayor Perry said that, regarding the Visioning work referred to during the meeting, staff
and the Planning Commission have done a tremendous amount of good work this year.
In view of that, she is not comfortable bringing this forward in a regular meeting,
especially in light of the business owner comments recently received. She suggests that
an ad hoc committee be created, consisting of three councilmembers and two Planning
Commissioners, to go into greater detail of what is being presented for adoption. This
also provides another opportunity to hear from business owners. She said if there is a
motion, it should include identities of Councilmembers willing to serve in this capacity,
and that she is planning to invite Planning Commissioners Whalen and Reeves.

COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Councilmember Jones, to
establish an ad hoc committee for the review of the Vision Plan, with
Councilmembers Whalen, Ott, and Mayor Pro Tem Taylor serving.

Councilmember Jones said he looks forward to the work of the committee, as he has
read the emails from business owners.

The motion was voted on and passed 6/0.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

e The City is in a waiting mode for the activity center roof repair and park
bathroom, needing to receive a “Final Funding Agreement” from the state to
proceed.

COUNCIL REPORTS

e Councilmember Manley
o Requested code enforcement action at property of 23"Milton Way.
o City Administrator Mukerjee explained the process for the replacement of
Police Chief Rhoads.

e Councilmember Jones
o Noticed the nice job being done clearing leaves on Interurban Trail.
o Reported safety concern due to semi trucks pulling out during early
morning commute hours from the parking lot on 4" Street.

e Councilmember Zaroudny
o Attended Veterans Day service; done especially well with a good turnout;
complimented Parks Department on condition of park.

e Councilmember Ott
o Thanks to all who came to Veteran's Day service; it was a beautiful day.
o He has received a number of inquiries about the possibility of flashing
lights at the crosswalk in front of the Spirit station.

e Mayor Pro Tem Taylor
o Also attended Veteran’s Day event; it was very nice.
o Report safety concern at 28" / Milton Way — kids climbing the rock wall.
City Administrator Mukerjee said that it's private property, but the city will
contact the property owner to suggest a fence installation.



e Councilmember Whalen
o Thank you extended to senior staff and Mayor Perry for bringing a budget
that is easy to understand. The discussion and input and agreement has
made for the best budget session in his career on Council.

MAYOR’S REPORT

o Veteran’s Day service was extremely enjoyable; the chairs were full and more
people were standing.

o Last week was one of final meetings regarding the Pierce Transit proposed
circulator route; the next step will be a presentation during a public hearing
before the Transit Board next week.

ADJOURNMENT

COUNCILMEMBER WHALEN MOVED, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Taylor, to adjourn
— adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
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