
 

 

                                                                           Planning Commission Minutes 

 
Regular Meeting Wednesday 
April 27, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
 

Present: Vice Chair Ripplinger, Commissioner, Balsley, McMillan, Whalen, and Boyle 
 
Absent: Chair Reeves  
 
City Representatives: Deputy City Clerk Schwerzler, Interim Public Works Director Howlett, 
    Stormwater Compliance Officer Jamie Carter, Mayor Perry  
 
Commissioner Whalen MOVED seconded by Commissioner Boyle to excuse Chair Reeves  
Approved 5/0 
 

2. CITIZEN COMMENT PERIOD 
None 

 
3. ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THIS MEETINGS AGENDA 

o Correcting Vice Chair from Whalen to Ripplinger. 
o Vice Chair Ripplinger added a bicycle presentation to go under New Business A iii 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Approval of:  

 Minutes  
o March 23, 2016 

 
Commissioner Whalen MOVED to table approving March 23rd minutes until meeting in May. 
Commissioner Ripplinger seconded.  
Discussion on motion: 
Commissioner Boyle asked why they couldn’t be approved now.  
Commissioner Whalen explained several items weren’t captured in their entirety as the recording wasn’t 
picking everything up and Commissioner Whalen was asked by Deputy Clerk Schwerzler to review the 
minutes and clarify several points, and Commissioner Whalen had not had time to do so as of yet.  
Motion PASSED 5/0 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

A. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
i. Update on PSRC Comprehensive Plan Certification 

Mark spoke about the Comprehensive Plan and how PSRC reviews the plans.  
PSRC gave us a conditional approval pending approval of a few items. 
The issues were, inconsistency in land use assumptions, and housing growth targets. 



 

 

City Council recently passed a resolution to adopt an ordinance recognizing what the PSRC 
had to say, essentially stating that we recognize their letter, and we will work on the 
suggested requirements that they set forth.  
Commissioner Whalen stated that Director Nix was given a consensus of staying with the 
300 household target, is there something more that needs to be done? 
Mayor Perry was in attendance and informed the group that the PSRC would be receiving a 
letter the following day from all Pierce County Mayors requesting that PSRC change their 
perspective. She further explained that the issue is with the map and the verbiage, and that 
PSRC is not an authoritative board over us. She agreed that the Planning Commission is 
right to push back and she assured them that she is fighting on their behalf.  
 

ii. Sign Committee Update 
Interim Public Works Director Mark Howlett (Director Howlett) spoke about the irregularities 
in the Sign Committee sub-committee meetings. If they are favored to continue what would 
the format of the meetings be? Would it be a set schedule? What do you want the 
committee to look like? What should its goals be?  
Commissioner Whalen spoke about the need for revision within the sign code, and how in 
the first meeting there were a lot of ideas on how to move forward. She suggested because 
of the size of the group they should just have a workshop, to determine future goals.  
Vice Chair Ripplinger was in favor of a workshop in order to cover more all at once. 
Commissioner Balsley suggested a Saturday morning from 9am to 11am if the city could 
make space available.  
 
Committee Decided on 
Saturday May 14th 9AM-11AM Council Chambers Sign Code Committee Update  
 
 

iii. Review and Potential Update to Milton’s Zoning Map 
Director Howlett brought this forward to wrap it up as it has been before the Committee 
before. 
Commissioner Boyle asked what the deadline for the zoning map review was. 
Director Howlett explained council can change the map anytime, so there is no deadline. 
Commissioner McMillan brought forth concerns that she didn’t see anything on the map 
pertaining to a tribal trust. 
Director Howlett said he would get that info and email it out as soon as possible.  
 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
A. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

i. Low Impact Development Code (LID) Update (Jamie Carter) 
Jamie spoke about LID how it won’t be optional any longer.  
Provided several handouts for review. 
Jamie explained using LID promotes clean water and a better environment for the city.  
Commissioner Whalen inquired as to the next steps. 
Jamie explained they still have work to do narrowing it down. He just recently read over all 
the questions, to see what applies to Milton and what does not. Which things we’ll 
implement and which things we won’t.  
Suggestions were made for a separate meeting to dig in and go through all the information.  
Vice Chair Ripplinger inquired as to the “Lessons Learned” portion of the handout asking for 
clarification. 
Jamie explained that some cities have done this; it highlights things they found going 
through process.  



 

 

Commissioner Whalen asked if you can apply low impact development techniques to certain 
zones or projects? Can we see examples of what we’re talking about? What are the different 
techniques? What is the deadline on this?  
Jamie referred to examples in the packet such as parking spaces, to not clearing a whole 
site, and clustering a site.  
Commissioner Boyle asked how LID benefits the building or the land owner 
Jamie explained most LID strategies are cheaper than traditional ones. It uses land that is 
already there, using trees that are there, for example they don’t rip out old trees and plant 
new.  
Director Howlett explained how they’re looking in to what is the minimum we can do to be in 
compliance with Department of Ecology.  
Jamie referred to the questions in 2nd column and notes on the end of the handout as the 
most important and clarified that the check marks are all suggestions.  
 

ii. Commission Vacancy and upcoming Expiration of Commission Member’s Terms of 
Office 
One Commissioner vacancy and two that are expiring in May.  
Commissioner Boyle announced May 2016 will be his last meeting, he will not stay on as a 
Commissioner.  
Commissioner McMillan confirmed she is staying on and will be sworn back in on May 9th.. 
Mark Hutson was in the audience he stood and introduced himself as a member of the 
Milton community interested in a Commissioner position because he’d like to give back.  
 
 

iii. Bike presentation  
Vice Chair Ripplinger shared a handout she created comparing Milton to the City of 
Redmond, who also started as a mill city.  
She suggested the Simmons building would be a perfect place to open a bike rental shop. 
Commissioner Whalen suggested looking to our comprehensive plan where we have a bike 
route map in order to provide safe routes, which includes buying right of way, there is a lot 
that goes into it. The topic encourages more research on how to make Milton more friendly 
to bicycles.  
 
 
 

7. COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Balsley-  
Last month the Chamber lunch had New Police Chief Pete Fisher 76 people were in attendance.  
Pierce County Administrator Dan Roach will be the guest speaker at the May Luncheon.  
Starbucks, and Taco Time coming to Milton. There is a new owner of Louie G’s. 
Milton Days is August 19th and 20th Friday evening full day Saturday.  
Commissioner Mcmillan-  
She went for a walk around Milton, and noticed a lot of trees are just disappearing right and left.  
The freeway traffic is much louder as a result. Expressed frustration as it’s hard to find definitive info on 
when you can and can’t cut trees down.  
Saw something on Facebook about circuit training machines thought it would be great in Milton parks.  
Commissioner Whalen-  
Assured everyone she hasn’t forgotten the long term parking issue and tree preservation topic and would 
like it to be on the next agenda for May 14th.  
Commissioner Boyle-  
He attended the Earth Day event commended Jamie Carter on his great leadership. They did a lot of 
planting by the retention pond around Kent Street. He encouraged everyone to come out next time to get 
involved.  



 

 

Last week he had strange people walking up his driveway, luckily his neighbor followed them and took 
pictures of the car and called police, it turned out to be a stolen vehicle.  
The Milton Police Department was great they were there within 3 minutes.  
He was recently pulled over for not pulling over at the scales. When he asked why they aren’t cracking 
down on the trucks parking up and down 99 the officer said the drivers have no place else to park  
and there is nothing to be done until “No Parking” signs are placed on 99.  
Vice Chair Ripplinger –  
Asked to add the By-Laws back on to Work Plan.  
 

8. STAFF UPDATES 
None 

 
9.   THE COMMISSION’S WORK-PLAN PLANNER 

A. UPDATED April 21, 2016  
 

10.  NEXT MEETING – MAY 25, 2016 – OLD AND NEW BUSSINES TO BE ON THE AGENDA  
A. Substandard Lots 
B. Low Impact Development Code 

  
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Whalen MOVED seconded by Commissioner McMillan to adjourn at 8:51pm 
APPROVED 5/0 
 
 
 
_____________________________     _____________________________ 
Chair, Rose Reeves Date       Deputy Clerk, Jill Schwerzler Date 
         
 

 


